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KEY TEACHING POINTS OF THE VIDEO

• The definition of a confined space is:
• Can be bodily entered and perform assigned work.
• Has limited means for entry and exit.
• Is not designed for continuous occupancy.

• Any concentration in a confined space of a toxic substance over its PEL is hazardous.
• Some examples of confined spaces are reactor vessels, tanks, silos, boilers, sewers and pipelines.
• When a confined space is vacated for any length of time, retest the atmosphere before re-entry.
• OSHA has developed a program that identifies spaces that have hazards that place a worker in danger. 

These spaces become permit required spaces.  While work is in progress, the air should be tested
periodically or monitored continuously.

• Permit required spaces have one or more of these characteristics.
• Contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere
• Contains a material that has the potential for engulfing an entrant.
• Has an internal configuration such that an entrant could be trapped or asphyxiated by inwardly

converging walls or by a floor which slopes downward and tappers to a smaller cross-section.
• Contains any other recognized serious safety or health hazard.

• Clean air can be deadly if it doesn’t have enough oxygen to support life.
• OSHA defines entry as placing any part of your body across the opening of a permit space.
• If conditions become unacceptable, the space must be evacuated, the permit canceled, and work stopped.
• The permit identifies hazards of the space and list safety measures before entry and throughout the entire

period of work.
• The permit must identify the permit space, state the purpose of entry, give the date and authorized duration

of work to be done.
• The permit space must be isolated to keep potentially hazardous energy or materials from being released.
• If the atmosphere is less than 19.5%, OSHA considers it oxygen deficient.

QUESTION
ANSWERS

TRUE FALSE

1 OSHA defines entry as placing any part of your body across the opening of a permit
space.

2 If conditions in a confined space become unacceptable, the space must be
evacuated, permit canceled and work stopped.

3 The permit identifies hazards of the space and lists safety measures before entry and
throughout the entire period of work.

4 Clean air can be deadly if it doesn’t have enough oxygen to support life.

5 If the atmosphere is less than 19.5%, it is oxygen deficient.
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